
News and Information From the City of Bulverde for our Neighbors
Issue 6     September/October 2014

News

News and Information From the City of Bulverde for our Neighbors
Issue 6     September/October 2014

News

News and Information from the City of Bulverde and our Neighbors
Issue 12  December 2015



CITY OF BULVERDE
ALL DEPARTMENTS 

HTTP://BULVERDETX.GOV

MAIN NUMBER 
830-438-3612

METRO LINE
830-980-8832

FAX 
830-438-4339

COMAL COUNTY
MAIN NUMBER
877-724-9475

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
(IN CASE OF EMERGENCY DIAL 911)

NONEMERGENCY LINE 
830-620-3400

BULVERDE SPRING BRANCH FIRE & EMS
830-228-4501

CENTRE FOR EMERGENCY HEALTH SCIENCES
830-228-4504

BSB CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
830-438-4285

BSB ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION 
830-885-4331

BSB LIBRARY
830-438-4864

FRONT PORCH NEWS
editor@ci.bulverde.tx.us

Rob Hurst, MAYOR PRO TEM 

Kirk Harrison, COUNCIL

Ray Jeffrey, COUNCIL

Yvonne Chapman, COUNCIL

Gene Hartman, COUNCIL

David Payne, COUNCIL

Some of the content herein may be the copyrighted property of the City of Bulverde, the 
contributing authors, or our publisher's licensors. No article from this publication may be used, 
reproduced, transmitted or distributed with the exception that you may photocopy one copy 
thereof for your personal, noncommercial, home use only. Articles that appear in The Front Porch 
News do not necessarily reflect the official position of the City of Bulverde, and their publication 
does not constitute an endorsement thereof. The appearance of any advertisement in The Front 
Porch News does not constitute an endorsement by the City of Bulverde.
As a City publication, the Front Porch News strives to maintain objectivity and accuracy in all 
published content. The newsletter must remain neutral in the publication of content that may be 
considered controversial, biased, or inflammatory within the community (e.g., political content 
or opinions, religious material, etc.). The newsletter differs from a newspaper in that opinion 
pieces are typically not included. Publication of contributing partner content is subject to review 
for applicability and appropriateness of a publicly funded communication initiative. The newsletter 
is produced in part through public funding, and is accordingly governed by the regulations set 
forth in Texas State Law.

Bill Krawietz, MAYOR  

ANIMAL CONTROL
830-608-2016

SHERRIFF’S OFFICE
830-885-4883

ROAD & BRIDGE
830-608-2090

TAX OFFICE
830-438-6172

JUDGE
830-221-1105

COMMISSIONERS COURT
830-221-1100

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, PCT 2
830-438-2266

CONSTABLE, PCT 2
830-438-3117

Page 2	 December 2015

Yvonne Chapman    (210) 240-3148
At Your Service

YvonneLChapman@yahoo.com

KenCom Real Estate Services

Real Estate Sales • Marketing • Property Management

KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE ~ OPENING DOORS FOR YOU

Hwy 281 Just south of FM 1863

(830) 438-3252

Deer Feed ~ Feeders
Horse ~ Livestock Feed

Quality Hay
Pet Food

www.BulverdeFeed.com



(Continued on page 4)

On October 30th, once again the Bulverde area received a 
torrential amount of rain. The level of intensity and amount 
of rainfall in such a short time period of time was truly 
devastating. A staggering 10 to14 inches fell in the upper 
parts of the Lewis Creek and Indian Creek watersheds, with 
the event eventually being officially declared a disaster by 
the County Judge. 

Substantial local property damage resulted from the disaster 
event, most notably in Oak Village North and at the Bulverde 
Airpark. Lewis Creek flows through the middle of the OVN 
neighborhood, and the Indian Creek goes right through 
the Airpark, with both areas being near the bottom of their 
respective watersheds. Owning a hangar at the Bulverde 
Airpark, I can say the event was worse than the flood of 
1998, and the worst we have personally seen since moving 
our business there in 1985.

As the City tries to manage the effects of development in 
our region, one of our biggest concerns is the proliferation 
of high density neighborhoods and storm water runoff. 
High density development means two things: increased 

impervious cover and centralized wastewater treatment 
plants. Both of these items can spell disaster during a flood 
if not properly designed and constructed.

It is unfortunate that during this last flood event the area saw 
a breach in both a flood detention weir and a nearby sewer 
main in the newly constructed Johnson Ranch Subdivision. 
A section of Stahl Lane was also washed out just feet away 
due to the water rushing out of the weir.

Webster’s dictionary defines a weir as: “a low wall or dam 
built across a stream or river to raise the level of the water or 
to change the direction of its flow.” Basically, what was built 
on Johnson Ranch, a development outside of the City limits, 
was an earthen dam across a low lying area with a concreate 
weir or notch cut into it to let water out at a controlled 
rate during storm events. Because of the magnitude and 
intensity of the storm event, water eroded an area between 
the concrete weir and the surrounding earthen dam. The 
increased storm water flow then washed out a buried sewer 
main and the road just beyond it. 

Although it is impossible to design and build infrastructure 
that can withstand all disaster scenarios, this failure was 
unacceptable in my opinion. City staff and I met on site with 
representatives of the developer and their engineer after the 
flood event. While the previous structure was designed to 
older standards from 10 years ago, we have made it clear 
that they need to go well beyond what was previously built 
to ensure that this NEVER happens again. The weir needs to 

Mayor’s 
Point

Bi l l  Krawietz
Mayor of Bulverde, TX

The Front Porch News     Page 3

Yvonne Chapman    (210) 240-3148
At Your Service

YvonneLChapman@yahoo.com

KenCom Real Estate Services

Real Estate Sales • Marketing • Property Management

KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE ~ OPENING DOORS FOR YOU

Hwy 281 Just south of FM 1863

(830) 438-3252

Deer Feed ~ Feeders
Horse ~ Livestock Feed

Quality Hay
Pet Food

www.BulverdeFeed.com
www.PetGalaxyUSA.com 

TRAINING:  Pet Galaxy has 
trained and treated hundreds 
of dogs from all over South 
Texas.  We offer help with 
everything from simple basic 
obedience training to treating 
complex psychological issues. 
 
DAYCARE AND LODGING:  Pet 
Galaxy offers dream 
vacations for your pets, 

because pets deserve vaca-
tions too! 
 
GROOMING AND STYLING:  
We offer a large grooming    
department with experienced 
pet stylists Mon—Fri. 
 

CALL US TODAY to customize your dog’s 
training, or your pet’s perfect vacation! 

13060 US Highway 281 N, Spring Branch TX 78070 
830-885-5335 www.facebook.com/PetGalaxyUSA 



be substantially fortified with concrete, energy dissipating 
devices need to be installed to slow the water being 
released, and the whole outflow basin should be concreted 
to protect the sewer main and other public infrastructure 
that crosses the outflow path. Eventually, culverts need to 
be placed under the roadway to protect it, and to allow for 
safer creek crossings during and after storm events. 

The timing for this failure could not be worse (or better, 
depending on how you look at it). The storm water facilities, 
flood detention features and centralized wastewater system 
for 4S Ranch, a planned major high-density neighborhood, 
have yet to be fully approved. I can assure you, they will be 
heavily scrutinized. 4S Ranch geographically is just to the 
east of the weir structure that failed, and in many ways will 
be a continuation of the northern part of Johnson Ranch. The 
development will drain directly into the Lewis Creek which, 
as stated before, runs right through the OVN neighborhood.

The City has made major strides in enhancing our 
developmental standards since Johnson Ranch was 
approved years ago. Developers must now account for 
the flow rates coming off their property, and must mitigate 
the rates of flow to pre-development levels. In addition, 
from every flood we have better learned how our area’s 
topography reacts to such events, and have incorporated 
that into a robust Stormwater Drainage Manual that new 
developments must now rigorously follow. These standards 

(Continued from page 3) help ensure that the flooding will not get worse, but we 
must also begin to develop strategies to make the existing 
flooding situation better. 

One element that has been a topic of recent concern is 
the definition of the “100 year flood.” Many people ask me 
why we seem to get “100 year floods” or greater on such a 
frequent basis. The reality is that a 100 year flood is really a 
“1% flood.” It does not mean that you should only have an 
event of that magnitude every 100 years, but instead that 
any storm that comes through the area statistically has a 
1% chance to reach that defined intensity level. However, 
since we seem to get rain events that exceed the current 
definition of a “100 year flood” every couple of years, it’s 
time to update the statistics and again upgrade the drainage 
standards for new development.

At our November City Council meeting, the City Council 
authorized a respected local engineering firm to redefine 
our 100 year flood statistics, complete a detailed storm 
water drainage analysis of our flood prone Lewis Creek and 
Indian Creek watersheds, and begin to develop viable flood 
mitigation measures that we can hopefully implement in the 
near future.

We will continue to work to protect our citizens from the ill 
effects of new development and also look for ways to fix 
those problems that currently exist. That is my promise.
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20845 TX-46 West 
Spring Branch, TX  78070

HILL COUNTRY

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Are You Looking for a Church?

Rev. Larry Garcia, Senior Minister
Janie Harrison, Associate Pastor

Will Baker, Musical Director
Melissa Reed, Nursery Attendant

Debra Olskeski, Office Administrator

From the staff and all the wonderful people at
Hill Country Christian Church;

 

Come be filled with the spirit of Christmas !  

Christmas might be a good time to try out a 
comfortable, casual, and friendly church.  

 

Email:  debhccc@gvtc.com
Website:  www.trymychurch.

Church Office:  830-980-2019
Office Hours:  M-Thur 9:00-3:00

• Sunday Worship Service:  10:30AM with open communion
along with Children’s Church plus a staffed nursery each week.

• Service of Remebrance:  December 20, 6:00PM
Christmas can be a difficult time for those dealing with loss.  
Sharing a memory or two can help.  During this service there 
will be just such an opportunity. Bring a photo or object that 
reminds you of your loved one to share.

• Christmas Eve:  December 24, 5:30PM

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas !



Comal County 
Corner

Improved and New Facilities 
Throughout the County

by: Sherman Krause

Last year, a Comal County facilities committee developed 
a plan to address the increasing infrastructure needs 
county government was facing. Over the past several 
months, we have made significant progress on those 
projects.

First on the list was making improvements to the 
Goodwin Annex, allowing the Public Health Department 
to move in. The transition provides better space for 
the department staff and better access for the public 
needing those services. The office was closed the last 
week of October to make the move, and Public Health 
now offers its services in the new location.

The second project was a new Bulverde satellite office 
to house local branches of the county clerk’s and tax 
offices and Precinct 2 justice of the peace and constable. 
The contractors have broken ground on that project and 

expect to finish construction in the next few months.

The third item, a new impound yard for the Sheriff’s 
Office, has already been built, and last month, Comal 
County voters gave the go ahead to issue $76 million 
in bonds to begin item No. 4: a new county jail with 
the current facility to be renovated into Sheriff’s Office 
space.

So now what? A new jail.

As anyone who has worked in construction knows, 
building can be a long process. When the facility is a 
589-bed jail, the process gets more complex, thanks to 
the specialized equipment and technology needed to 
keep the jailers and the public safe.

So as important as a new jail is, it won’t be built 
overnight. First, we need to select an architect to finalize 
the preliminary designs we used to estimate the cost; 
then, we need to hire a construction manager at risk to 
oversee the project. Once the architect has completed 
the drawings and the manager has engaged necessary 
subcontractors, construction can begin.

Once it begins, construction on the new jail is projected 
to last about 18 months, with the renovation of the 
current jail into office space taking another year.

This will be a big project. The votes have been cast; now 
the work begins.
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Family Dentistry - Cosmetic Dentistry
Oral & IV Sedation - Crowns & Bridges
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Wisdom Teeth Removal - Implants

Customer Service is our First Priority!Customer Service is our First Priority!

FREE
EVALUATION
For Braces, Dentures,

Wisdom Teeth Removal
or Second Opinion

~ Up to $125 Value ~
New Patients Only. With this coupon.

Cannot combine with other offers.
Expires 12/31/15.

FREE
WHITENING

With Comprehensive Exam,
Full Set X-Rays,

Routine Cleaning & Fluoride
~ $550 Value ~

With this coupon.
Cannot combine with other offers.

Expires 12/31/15.

50% OFF
With Comprehensive Exam,

Full Set X-Rays,
Routine Cleaning & Fluoride

~ Regularly $330 ~
New Patients Only. Offer good only for 

patients without insurance. With this coupon.
Cannot combine with other offers.

Expires 12/31/15.

Hw
y. 

28
1 N

.

Bulverde Road

Hwy. 46

Bu
lve

rd
e L

an
e

City
Hall

Fire
Dept.

2647 Bulverde Road
1/2 mile from US HWY 281


N

FM 1863

Post
Office

Visit our website for specials!Visit our website for specials!

Dr. Sykes and Dr. Cobb are your
personal dentists for:

Dr. Sykes and Dr. Cobb are your
personal dentists for:

General Dentistry
2647 Bulverde Road

Bulverde, Texas 78163

830.980.9004

General Dentistry
2647 Bulverde Road

Bulverde, Texas 78163

830.980.9004
John C. Sykes, D.D.S., P.A.John C. Sykes, D.D.S., P.A. Alyssa R. Cobb, D.D.S.Alyssa R. Cobb, D.D.S.

www.bulverdehillsdental.comwww.bulverdehillsdental.com
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Almost any national or local weather forecast seems to 
mention something about the “El Nino” weather pattern 
occurring this winter, with most long range forecasts 
calling for a wetter-than-normal winter for south central 
Texas. The weather the Bulverde area has experienced 
thus far this fall certainly seems to be consistent with 
those predictions at this point. Comal County has seen 
its share of wet weather this fall, with a major rain event 
occurring throughout the Bulverde Spring Branch area 
in the early morning hours of Friday, October 30th.

The rains started falling hard around 3:00 a.m. and 
continued with extreme intensity until around 8 a.m., 
but during that period it’s estimated between 10 to15 
inches of rain fell in the Lewis, Indian, and Cibolo 
Creek watersheds, particularly at the upper parts of 
those watershed basins. Anytime that much rain falls 
in such a short period of time, our hilly locale is likely 
to see flooding activity. When it occurs at the top of the 
watersheds in such an intense manner, it means even 
many of the smaller creek systems see higher flooding 
activity as the water moves southward through the 
entire watershed. To put the event in perspective, our 
region only typically receives an average of 30 to 33 
inches of rain all year. For one-third to one-half of that 
annual total to fall in just a few short hours illustrates 
the intensity of the extreme rain event on the 30th.

As the rains fell during the peak time for residents to 
be traveling to work and getting children to school, low 
water crossings and creeks began to fill rapidly, causing 
the calls for public safety assistance to start pouring in. 
Numerous roads in western Comal County had to be 
closed due to high flood water in low water crossings, 
including some of our major roadways such as Hwy 
46, Hwy 281, and FM 1863. Unfortunately, numerous 
motorists did not heed the advice to “turn around, don’t 
drown,” and more than 40 swift water rescues had to 
be performed for motorists who decided to risk their 
own lives and the lives of our public safety personnel 
by trying to cross flooded roadways.

Knowing that flood waters were rising quickly in the 
north and west sectors of our community meant that 
water would soon be flowing to the south and east via 
the Lewis, Indian, and Cibolo Creeks. As the Lewis 
and Cibolo Creeks rose to levels that caused them to 

flow over Hwy 281, on-duty public safety personnel 
were sent to key locations within the city, not only to 
warn downstream citizens door-to-door of potential 
flooding, but also to strategically place themselves in 
flood-prone areas that are known to be “cut off” due 
to high water over roadways during extreme weather 
events. Around 6:00 a.m. that morning Bulverde Police 
Department personnel began knocking on doors at 
residences that backed up to Lewis Creek in the Oak 
Village North neighborhood, warning them of high water 
levels upstream. City personnel also contacted Comal 
County Sheriff’s Office dispatch and the County’s 
Emergency Management personnel to initiate a reverse 
911 call to residents in the affected areas, again 
warning them of the rising waters. Roadways were 
evacuated and motorists were instructed to move to 
higher ground. Several residents in those areas chose 
to leave voluntarily, while a few stuck it out inside their 

Extreme Weather Events in 2015
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St. Paul Lutheran Church of Bulverde 
will present 

 

Saturday, Dec. 12, 2015 
6:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

29797 U.S. Hwy 281 N. 
Free admission

The Living Christmas 
Drive Through

www.redroofchurch.org   830-980-2813



homes. If you have not yet signed up for the County’s 
Reverse 911 please take the time to do so at: https://
member.everbridge.net/index/892807736723690#/
login or visit the County’s Emergency Management 
webpage for more information. It may one day save 
your life!

The Cibolo, Indian, and Lewis Creeks rose to levels 
reminiscent of the 1998 floods; with water spilling over 
Hwy 281 and over FM 1863. One of the key differences 
with the 2015 event was that with the dedicated work 
of our City and County emergency management 
and public safety personnel, we were able to initiate 
evacuations ahead of the anticipated rising flood 
waters. Even before the flood waters began to recede, 
City officials were out surveying the damage to homes, 
businesses, and public infrastructure; mobilizing crews 
to clear debris from roadways. Contact was made with 
various private water system purveyors in the area to 
insure public water supplies weren’t compromised. In 
the days to follow, the City assisted in coordinating 
large roll-off dumpsters being delivered to flood 
damaged areas throughout the community that were 
hit the hardest to help with their cleanup efforts. 

City officials have also been working closely with County 
Emergency Management personnel, keeping them well 

informed of damages and needs within the community in 
the aftermath of the event, which was quickly declared 
an official disaster by Comal County Judge Krause. It is 
anticipated that the event will likely be declared a state 
disaster, as the extreme weather event affected numerous 
counties throughout central Texas. In early November, 
City personnel assisted County, State, and federal FEMA 
officials tour the Bulverde community to witness the 
damages first-hand. Various federal assistance programs 
are available to affected residents and businesses, so be 
sure to report damages on the County’s property damage 
database if you have not done so already.

Although there was great deal of property damage 
throughout our community due to this latest extreme 
weather event, we are very fortunate that there were no 
reported major injuries or deaths in Bulverde, and much of 
that thanks goes to our dedicated public safety personnel 
and their quick and responsive actions throughout the 
disaster. Our heartfelt condolences go out to the families 
of the four reported fatalities that occurred in other areas 
of Texas during the October 30th event.

As usual here in South Central Texas, it seems to be 
either feast or famine when it comes to rain. Let’s hope El 
Nino takes it easy on us the rest of the winter, or at least 
provides rain that doesn’t come all at once.
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SURGICAL | MEDICAL | COSMETIC

 

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

CALL US TODAY
830.980.1838
TRU-SKIN.COM

Serving Bulverde, Spring Branch,
Kerrville and the surrounding areas:

Dr. Daniel Ladd, D.O., Mohs Surgeon and
Board-Certified Dermatologist and

Dr. Matthew Lambiase, D.O.,
Board-Certified Dermatologist.

AUSTIN    BASTROP    BULVERDE/SPRING BRANCH    CEDAR PARK    KERRVILLE    LA GRANGE



  

HEALTH FACTS
Understanding Shingles and the Importance of Vaccination

Contributed by Hannah Howlett*

Shingles is a red, painful, burning skin rash with fluid-
filled blisters. Shingles is caused by the same virus as 
Chicken Pox called Varicella Zoster. After we get the 
Chicken Pox as children, or the vaccination, the virus 
remains in our bodies. If our immune system fails due 
to illness, stress, or fatigue, Shingles 
rash can emerge. Once you have had 
Shingles, you are 30% more likely 
to have another Shingles outbreak. 
The rash can appear anywhere, but 
usually on one side of the body. The 
rash typically lasts up to 4 weeks. 
Other symptoms can include fever, 
headache, chills, upset stomach, and 
tiredness. Rarely, Shingles can lead to pneumonia, 
hearing loss, blindness, brain injury, or death. One in 
five people have severe nerve pain that lasts long after 
the rash is gone.1 This is called Post Herpetic Neuralgia. 
Unfortunately, this potentially life-long condition has no 
cure, and the pain is only moderately controlled medical 
interventions.

Shingles is far more common in people over 50 years of 
age and those whose immune systems are weakened 
due to disease, medication, or stress. It is becoming 
more common for younger adults to be afflicted with 
this disease. It is estimated that over 1 million people a 
year will get Shingles. The best way to protect yourself 
from Shingles is to be vaccinated. Clinical trials show 
that vaccination reduces the risk of developing Shingles 
by 50% and reduces the severity and duration of rash. 
A one-time dose is recommended by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention for most adults 60 
years of age and older.1 

Some people should not get a Shingles vaccine 
or should wait. Do not get a Shingles vaccine if: 
you have had a life-threatening allergic reaction to 
gelatin, neomycin, MSG, or any of its components, 
a weakened immune system, undergoing a stem cell 
transplant, have HIV/AIDS or another disease that 
affects the immune system, medications that affect the 
immune system (like high-dose steroids, methotrexate, 
azothioprine, or 6-mercaptopurine), cancer treatment, 
cancers affecting bone marrow or lymphatic system 
(leukemia or lymphoma), pregnant or may be pregnant 
or may become pregnant in the next four weeks, breast 
feeding, active Shingles infection, other live vaccines 
in last four weeks, moderate to severe illness with 
temperature greater than 101°F or will donate blood in 
the next four weeks. You will need to wait 48 hours after 

a TB skin test to get the vaccine or 28 days after the 
shingles vaccine to get a TB skin test. 

The Shingles vaccine is given under the skin on the back 
of the arm with the shortest needle of any vaccine. It 

can cause soreness or redness where 
the injection was given. Other possible 
side effects include fever, swollen 
glands, joint or muscle pain, and 
headache. As with any medication, 
a severe allergic reaction is possible, 
but unlikely, and usually starts within 
minutes of the vaccination while you 
are still at the pharmacy where they 

can help you. Signs of a severe allergic reaction include 
itching, redness, swelling of face and throat, difficulty 
breathing, fast heartbeat, high fever, behavioral 
changes, dizziness, and weakness. If these reactions 
occur at home, report them to your doctor. If they are 
severe and can't wait, call 9-1-1.

The Shingles vaccine is available on a walk-in basis at 
most pharmacies for people over 60. Most Medicare 
Part-D programs cover the majority of the cost. It is 
available by prescription for those over 50, although it 
may not be covered on insurance plans. This is a live 
vaccine and it comes frozen. It does take a bit longer 
to prepare than any other vaccine, so please give your 
pharmacist a few extra minutes. Please go talk to your 
pharmacist about a vaccine to help you prevent getting 
Shingles. If you have any questions or concerns, feel 
free to contact me at (830) 438-1123.

1. Vaccine Information Statement by Centers of Disease Control and Prevention 
US Department of Health and Human Services
*Hannah Howlett is a Pharmacist at the Walgreens Bulverde location on Hwy. 46.

Page 8	 December 2015



  

Genesis Life Christian Academy
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A Busy and Fun Year at the Bulverde Community Park!

The park has become a 
true gathering spot for the 
community, seeing a huge 
increase in use since its 
renovation. Every day walkers, 
dog walkers, joggers, and 
bicyclists are using the trails and 
grounds. Families are enjoying 
the playgrounds, splash pad, 
and sports fields. The pavilions 
have been used for parties, family gatherings, school classes, 
meetings, and community events. Local residents even go by 
to enjoy their lunch hour in the park.

In January, the new playground equipment and play surface 
were installed. The equipment was made possible by a very 
generous anonymous donation along with matching funds 
from the City of Bulverde.

The Bulverde Police Department and the Friends of the Park 
scheduled Movies in the Park on the 2nd Friday of each month 
from April to August. The movies were very well attended and 
these will continue in 2016.

In June, the Friends of the Park hosted the 2nd annual 
Bulverde Fun Fest. This event was also a huge success, with 
more than 20 activities provided by local businesses and 
charitable organizations. We had an estimated 800 attendees 
who enjoyed free food, drinks, and fun. The event had 44 
local sponsors and donors along with a host of volunteers to 
make it all happen.

The Day of Services for the Bulverde Community was 
launched at the park in August. The event was sponsored 
by the Spring Branch-Bulverde Lions Club and supported by 

the Friends of the Park. The event 
featured free school supplies, VIN 
etchings, medical screenings, and 
many other services all provided by 
local businesses. This is planned to 
be an annual event, so mark your 
calendars for next August.

Several significant donations were 
received for the park this year. 

Doggie waste stations were donated by K-9 Country Club. New 
park benches were sponsored by Bulverde Hills Dental and Dr. 
and Mrs. Larry Sunn. The Bulverde Jubilee net proceeds were 
given to the Friends of the Park along with matching funds from 
the Gordon Hartman Family Foundation and GVTC Foundation. 
These funds totaled just over $17,000 and are earmarked for 
park improvements for children with special needs.

The Friends of the Park also received proceeds from S.T.A.G.E. 
Theater’s production in February. These and other funds raised 
this year are slated to be used to add more shade structures to 
the park. Funds raised by the Friends of the park in 2015 topped 
just over $9,000 and was presented to the City of Bulverde for 
additional shade in the park.

If you enjoy the park, please consider making a donation to the 
Bulverde Community Parks Association, joining the monthly 
meetings on the 4th Tuesday of every month at City Hall, or join 
us for Park Shine with your garden gloves on the 4th Saturday 
of each month. More information about the Park, sponsorships, 
personalized brick pavers, and events can be found at www.
bulverdeparks.com. 

Many thanks to all the donors and volunteers who helped make 
2015 such a great year for the Park!
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Kathleen Banse
State Farm Insurance

33200 Hwy 281 N.
Bulverde TX 78163

830.438.7025
kathleen@kathleenbanse.com
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SONNY’S
GUN SALES INC.

(830) 885-5798

SPRING BRANCH, TEXAS

Located at 29400 Hwy 306, 78070
2 miles east of 281 N.

Guns & Ammo • Over 200 guns in stock to choose from

Hours M-F 9-5 • Sat-by appointment only

Email: sonny@sonnysgunsales.com

Special From 12-1-15 to 12-30-15: With every 22 cal 
fire arm, get 2 boxes of 50 each 22 ammo free



Reverse 911—New Emergency Notification System

Comal County is transitioning to a new emergency 
alert system, and all county residents are encouraged 
to sign up to receive text, email and/or voice alerts 
based on their home address.

Comal County is part of the 911 system overseen 
by Bexar Metro 911, which is transitioning from a 
system called Geocast to one called Everbridge. 
Although phone numbers from the old system 
have been transferred over to the new one, anyone 
seeking to update information, add an address or 
phone number, or check to make sure the correct 
number is in the system must re-register.

Beginning on November 2, Comal County 
began using Everbridge; anyone who registered 
on the old system should register again by 
visitingmycomalcounty.com/reverse911.

“Reverse-911 is our primary tool for letting people 
know when there’s an emergency in their area,” said 
Jeff Kelley, emergency management coordinator for 

the county. “The Sheriff’s Office can push alerts to 
people based on where their home is located, but 
we need them to sign up to connect their cell phone 
number and email address to their physical address.”

The change affects thousands of Comal County 
phone numbers currently in the Geocast system. 
Although those numbers will still receive alerts, their 
owners should create a new account and re-enter 
their information to ensure it’s correct.

“We used reverse-911 on October 30 to alert 
residents in Bulverde and Spring Branch that they 
needed to shelter in place or seek higher ground, 
and along River Road that they needed to evacuate 
because of flash flooding,” Kelley said. “In the new 
system, you can enter addresses for your home, 
your work and your children’s school, and connect 
them all with your email address and cell phone so 
you can get the alerts that might make a difference in 
keeping you and your family safe.”
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Rapid Response

  Technicians

OCTOBURRR SAVINGS MONTH!!! Trade in your old inef�cient 
Heating System and GET a Complete System installed for $4,197.00 !

Free Service
Call for Military,

Fire Fighters, Police
Dept and EMS!

Free Service
Call for Military,

Fire Fighters, Police
Dept and EMS!

Service
Call

FREE Insulation and 
Thermostat with purchase
of any high ef�ciency unit

Not valid with any offer or coupon. Expires 12/31/15.

Not valid with any offer or coupon. Expires 12/31/15.

Super
Tune-Up

SuperBoost
Tune-Up

Check thermostat & calibrate

Check filter & filter system

Check Freon levels

Test all electrical components/motors/compressor

Test system for proper operation

Check for gas leaks & carbon monoxide

Check ductwork for proper airflow, dust mites, mildew, etc.

Perform opti-scan of  plenums & coils (electronic visualization technology)

Perform temperature optimization of  critical components (infared technology)

Digitally analyze refrigerant data (subcool/super heat)

Clean & treat drainlines ($152 value)

Chemically wash condenser coils ($189 value)

Spray Biofresh to prevent mildew build up ($132 value)

Clean & test all safety controls for winter

Tune up combo A/C & Heat

Not all air conditioning companies are the same.
Our people, our processes and our product is what makes all the difference!

$59
A/C & Heating

Combo

$19



Friends in the Village of Bulverde Create a Triple 
Play for the Bulverde Community Park

The committee for the Bulverde Jubilee 
known as The Friends in the Village of 
Bulverde would like to express our gratitude 
to all the people who helped us raise 
$7038.00 for special needs equipment for 
the Bulverde Community Park.

We are so excited that this year’s Grand 
Marshal, Mr. Gordon Hartman, generously 
donated $5000.00 from the Gordon Hartman 
Family Foundation to this very worthy 
cause. We are also pleased to announce 
that through the continued efforts of our 
committee, The GVTC Foundation granted 
another $5000.00 for the same cause.

This resulted in a total donation to the 
Bulverde Community Park of $17,038.00

We are so proud of the efforts of this 
committee. Months of planning go into 
making this annual event happen for our 
community. As a 501 (c) 3 organization, we 
strive every year to enhance our community 
by selecting a worthwhile nonprofit agency 

to receive our proceeds. Assisting with 
operational costs as a sponsor of the Jubilee, 
the City of Bulverde not only improves the 
event, but also allows for more generous giving 
from the committee.

Special thanks to Gene Hartman for helping 
us with this very needed project. We salute 
the committee leaders; Jane Wood, Melissa 
Wood, Nancy Wehrung, Nancy Hotaling, Mary 
Bell, Margaret Brumley, Patty Prescott, Diane 
Roberts, Carol DeBoer, Debra Manea, and 
Diana Messick. We are grateful to the City of 
Bulverde for their support.

Our community does an awesome job 
in coming out and supporting this event, 
beginning with our heart-warming small town 
parade and supporting the vendors who are 
here with their wares and wonderful food and 
drink. 

We’ll see you in September 2016. Date to be 
announced soon!
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1937

May not be combined with another offer.
Give ad to technician at time of service. Expires 10/10/15.

Applies to conventional septic tanks only.

May not be combined with another offer.
Give ad to technician at time of service. Expires 10/10/15.

Applies to conventional septic tanks only.

May not be combined with another offer.
Give ad to technician at time of service. Expires 1/31/16.

Applies to conventional septic tanks only.

OR

10% OFF
If scheduled with your neighbor

May not be combined with another offer.
Give ad to technician at time of service. Expires 1/31/16.

Applies to conventional septic tanks only.



A N G E L
P R O G R A M

Dr. Seuss wrote in How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas: “What if Christmas, he thought, 
doesn’t come from a store? What if 
Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit 
more?” 

Since 1978, Bulverde Spring Branch 
Emergency Services has worked diligently 
to meet the needs of a rapidly expanding 

community with an equally expanding need for emergency 
medical care. We also work to identify, serve, and champion the 
needs of others. We are a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization, and 
the ambulance fees do not cover the full cost of a 9-1-1 transport. 
The taxes you pay through your Emergency Service District fund 
is only 70% of our annual budget, so we must constantly seek 
additional funding from donations and other sources, such as 
charitable foundations. We thrive on the kindheartedness of 
generous individuals and from special talents many have to offer.

Without a budget for creative animation and splashy promotional 
pieces, we rely on a Dr. Seuss Grinch-like epiphany where a 

heart grows three sizes in one moment: where one realizes if you 
don’t need something, don’t hold on to it; where one’s actions 
can speak louder than words by volunteering time to help others; 
or where one becomes inspired to monetarily donate to our 
organization to help us reach our visions and goals.

If privacy is a concern, and where a decade ago, organizations 
would encourage donors to be more public to help promote 
the beneficiaries and their missions, we understand the desire 
to remain anonymous. Some donors even find that they can do 
more and better giving by staying out of the limelight. If you need 
that private connection, Jo Zuercher at our Central Station, can 
bridge your story, your idea, your labor, your desire, to the right 
person, place, or thing, all while maintaining that obligation to 
your guardian angel secrecy! Become a part of an angel program 
where your anonymous donations, materially or financially, will 
make a difference for our Bulverde Spring Branch community any 
time of the year. 

Contact Information: Jo Zuercher, 
Office: (830)228-4220 or 
E-mail: jo.zuercher@bsb911.com
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GUY PETERSON, DDS
• Invisalign® Braces
• Sedation Dentistry
• Dental Implants
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Superior Dentures and Partials
• Latest Techniques and TechnologyCaring, Gentle, Personalized,

and Attentive Dental Care

$100.00 Off In Office Teeth Whitening or Free Take Home Teeth Whitening 
when you come in for a new patient exam and x-rays and mention this ad.

www.bulverdedental.com 830.980.2869
2395 Bulverde Rd. • Bulverde, TX 78163



Stephen Salyer

(830) 968-4202(830) 968-4202

Annual Maintenance
Contract $240

Chlorine Tablets
10lb.- $50

LUBE
24920 Blanco Rd • San Antonio, TX 78260

5 miles north of 1604

210.251.4838

Family owned & operated
Timberwood Park Residents

www.twlube.com

 Get an oil change
 Recharge AC system
 Restore your headlights
 Change cabin air �lter

 Need a radiator
      �ush?
 Need a fuel
      injection service?

$10 OFF YOUR NEXT
FULL SERVICE OIL CHANGE

A portable fire extinguisher can save lives and 
property by putting out a small fire or containing 
one until the fire department arrives (extinguishers 
are not intended for out of control fires), and having 
an extinguisher within reach can be the difference 
between minor damage and catastrophe, or in 
extreme cases, life and death. Everyone should 
have at least one fire extinguisher at home, and 
experts recommend one for the kitchen, the garage, 
and workshop. Since fire grows and spreads so 
rapidly, the number one priority for residents is to 
get out safely.

Further, it is just as important to ensure you have the 
proper type of fire extinguisher. Fire extinguishers 
are divided into four categories, based on different 
types of fires. Each fire extinguisher also has a 
numerical rating that serves as a guide for the 
amount of fire the extinguisher can handle; the 
higher the number, the more fire extinguishing 
power. Some extinguishers are made for one 
specific type of fire, while others are made to work 
on several causes of fire. For example, by using 
an extinguisher rated for electronics, you will cause 
less damage to your computer/software.

Fire & Emergency Services 
Safety Tips at Home

Although there are many different types of fire 
extinguishers, all of them operate in a similar 
manner, but always read the instructions that come 
with the extinguisher to become familiar with its 
parts. Firefighters too often see tragedies because 
homeowners don’t know how to use extinguishers, 
even when they have them in the house. To use a 
fire extinguisher correctly, remember the acronym 
P.A.S.S.

P – Pin – Pull out the pin
A – Aim – Aim the hose at the fire
S –Squeeze – Squeeze the handle (be aware, 
the handle might be stiff)
S –Spray – Spray at the base of the fire

Moreover, your extinguisher will need a visual, 
monthly inspection (done by you) and an annual 
inspection by a certified extinguisher inspector. 
Each firm engaged in the business of portable fire 
extinguishers or fixed extinguisher systems must 
have an Extinguisher Certificate of Registration 
(ECR). The extent of work, allowed by the firm 
(installing or servicing portable fire extinguishers 
or planning, certifying, installing, or servicing 
fixed fire extinguisher systems), is limited by the 
license held by their employees, and as tested 
and certified by the State Fire Marshal’s office. To 
search for companies and personnel licensed by 
the State Fire Marshal’s Office visit their site: http://
www.tdi.texas.gov/fire/fmli.html

A few final notes on extinguishers — a typical fire 
extinguisher contains 10 seconds of extinguishing 
power. This could be less if it has already been 
partially discharged. Once the fire is out, don’t walk 
away! Watch the area for a few minutes in case it 
re-ignites. Recharge the extinguisher immediately 
after use.

As a reminder: As part of your Bulverde Spring Fire 
& EMS Mobile Integrated Health program (MIH), 
our personnel are always happy to drop by for a 
visit to answer questions or give instructions on 
proper use.
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New Members

Renewing Members

Aflac - Clint Anderson
Bulverde Assisted Living
Bulverde Hills Properties, LLC
Carol Anderson MD / Wonderfully 	
	 Well Center for 
	 Personalized Medicine
Charles Reid / ASAH Creative                 	
	 Studios
Field Construction Inc.
Passion 4 Pets Services--Mobile 	
	 Grooming & Pet Sitting
Spring Creek Gardens
Starbucks Coffee Company

Bulverde United Methodist Church
Dawsons Doubles
Digital Expressions
First Chance Foundation
M & P Underground LLC
Max’s Roadhouse
Moy Tarin Ramirez Engineers, LLC
Sam’s Club 4914
Service King Collision Center
Sherry & Dan Outlaw with Reliance 	
	 Residential Realty
Smithson Valley Counseling 		
	 Center, Inc.
Strutty’s Feed and Pet Supply
Texas Precision Engraving
Tolbert CPA LLC
Nancy Wehrung
Wine of Mine

Hanson’s Hill Country Catering 
1619 Cypress Cove Road, Spring Branch, TX 78070 

www.hansonshillcountrycatering.com 
(210) 840-4321

ABCD Pediatrics, PA 
121 Bulverde Crossing, Suite 100, Bulverde TX  78163 

www.abcdpediatrics.com  
(210) 499-6400

T’s Treasures 
17080 Hwy 46 W, Suite 104, Spring Branch, TX  78070 

www.facebook.com/tstreasures46 
(830) 885-6899

Sitterle Homes – Johnson Ranch 
3820 Fox Trot Trail, Bulverde, TX 78163 

www.sitterlehomes.com 
(210) 577-8377

Monticello Homes – Johnson Ranch 
3816 Fox Trot Trail, Bulverde, TX 78163 

www.monticellohomes.com 
(830) 980-6877

Recent Ribbon Cuttings
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January 20, 2016 
Chamber Annual Awards Banquet 

*A Member Only Event* 
6:30 – 9:30 pm 

The Lodge at Bridal Veil Falls 
1619 Cypress Cove Road, 

Spring Branch, TX

**For information on any of the above events, please see our website at bulverdespringbranchchamber.com 
or call the Chamber Office at (830) 438-4285

February 6-7, 2016 
Annual Chamber Rodeo 
Tejas Rodeo Company 

401 Obst Road, Bulverde, TX 78163 
Saturday, Rodeo Begins at 7:30 pm 

Sunday, “Family Fun Day”, 
Rodeo Begins at 2:00 pm 

Stock Provided by Diamond Cross 
Rodeo Company

B/SB Area Chamber of Commerce 
Events Calendar
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Richter
Tree and Lawn Service

Tree Care
Expert Pruning

Demossing
Tree & Stump Removal

Shrub Care

Lawn Care
Mowing/Edging/Trimming
Aeration, Weed Control

Fertilizing Programs

Tree Care
Expert Pruning

Demossing
Tree & Stump Removal

Shrub Care

Lawn Care
Mowing/Edging/Trimming
Aeration, Weed Control

Fertilizing Programs

Contract Optional • Residential/Commercial • 20 Years Experience

Professional, Dependable, Quality Workmanship

(210) 663-2303(210) 663-2303
References Available Upon Request • Fully Insured

Licensed
& Insured

#10L916468

One-time clean ups.
We deliver & spread a variety of topsoils, 
mulches, grass/sod, compost, variety of rocks.

NOW IS
THE TIME TO
TRIM THOSE

OAKS



Shweiki ad

          

Shweiki ad

2015 has Been a Banner Business Year in Bulverde
By Sherry Mosier, President, BSBEDF, Inc.

As you probably already know, we have some 
awesome businesses within our community. 
In fact, several were recognized this year by 
various organizations and publications.

Most recently, the San Antonio Express-News published its list 
of “Top Workplaces in 2015” and several of our current and 
incoming businesses were recognized. On the Large Employers 
list: Nationwide Insurance (#7), Security Service Federal 
Credit Union (#8), Randolph-Brooks Federal Credit Union 
(#11), and Christus Santa Rosa Health System (#19); on the 
Mid-Size Employers list: Express Lube (#10), Allstate (#12), 
GVTC (#13) and Quest Diagnostics (#20); and on the Small 
Employers list: M&S Engineering (#9).

In September, Texas Physical Therapy Specialists announced 
that they signed an agreement with Learfield Sports’ UTSA 
Roadrunners Sports Properties to be the official physical 
therapy provider of University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA) 
Athletics.

In July, the San Antonio Business Journal announced the “2015 
Fast Track” businesses with $10 million or more in revenue for 

fiscal 2014. Randolph-Brooks Federal Credit Union (RBFCU) 
and Texas Physical Therapy Specialists were 2 out of the 10 
businesses recognized as earning this achievement.

Also in July, Cablefax Magazine awarded GVTC its Independent 
Technology Award for the rollout of the GVTC GigaRegion®. The 
honor was also featured in the magazine’s 2015 Top Ops Awards 
July issue. Cablefax stated GVTC was selected for using Gigabit 
technology in a creative way and for the GigaRegion’s unique 
private-public partnership with the cities of Bulverde, Boerne, 
and Gonzales to promote gigabit speeds and to compete for jobs 
and generate economic development.

In June, two of our local businesses were recognized as top 
50 finalists by the San Antonio Business Journal in 2015 at its 
annual “Best Places to Work Awards” event. Futurex placed 
2nd under the “Medium Company” category and Service King 
Paint and Body took 1st place under the ‘Very Large Company” 
category.

In May, Robert Hunt, GVTC Vice President of Regulatory Affairs 
and Business Operations, was elected Chairman of USTelecom’s 
board of directors. USTelecom is the nation’s premier trade 
association representing broadband service providers and 
suppliers for the telecom industry. 

In April, the SABJ announced the winners of its “Best in 
Commercial Real Estate Awards” and our new Singing Hills 
Development won Best Retail Development and Best New 
Development.

In March, Bulverde’s partnership in the GVTC GigaRegion 
earned international recognition. The Broadband Multimedia 
Marketing Association selected GVTC as a recipient of its 
coveted “Best in Class Marketing Award” for 2015. This award 
is given to teams and companies that demonstrate innovation 
or excellence in marketing broadband services. GVTC won for 
its GigaRegion Partnership Launch Campaign with the cities of 
Bulverde, Boerne and Gonzales, which kicked off in June 2014. 

Last but not least, at the January 2015 Professional 
Photographer’s Southwest District Competition, our very own, 
Sam Robert’s Photography, won a Merit Award for their “Gossip 
Girls” picture.

We are very proud of the accomplishments of our local 
businesses and the fact that they are a part of this great 
community. These businesses bring needed jobs to our local 
economy and provide an ideal workplace for their employees 
with great career opportunities, benefits, and shorter commute 
times to foster a better quality of life for our residents. These 
businesses continue to put the Bulverde/Spring Branch Area 
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on the map as the Premier Texas Hill Country Community to 
live, learn, WORK, and play! Congratulations to all these fine 
employers for going the extra mile for your employees and our 
community!

Businesses that joined our community this year include, but are 
not limited to, ABCD Pediatrics, All County Home Care & Hospice, 
Archundi Western Wear, Armed in American Firearms, Bags and 
Brews, Barber 281, Circuit Fitness, Farmhouse Market, Hanson’s 
Hill Country Catering, Kelani Yogurt, Living Rock Academy, 
Morningstar Mini Storage, Premier Dental Center, Primary Care 
and Specialty of Bulverde, Romtag Riflewerks, T’s Treasures, 
Walgreens, and Walmart.

To assist all our existing and new businesses, we held our very 
first community job fair in May, where 25 employers and 318 job 
seekers participated. In August, we held a job fair specifically for 
Walmart where 87 applicants signed in. In November, we held 
our second community job fair where 12 employers and 116 job 
seekers participated. 

Additionally, A&E Air Conditioning & Heating moved its corporate 
headquarters from northern Bexar County to the new Bulverde 
Hills Properties retail location at 2877 Bulverde Road in the City 
of Bulverde’s Downtown Village area.

Finally, Faithville Village was acquired by the Masso Family 
Limited Partnership (MFLP) and has been renamed The Shops 
at Faithville Park. The MFLP’s new entity, Faithville, LLC has 
redevelopment plans of over $5 million, which will encompass 
over 11 acres, approximately 70,000 square feet of lease 
space featuring 40 different retail, restaurant and professional 
services--unique gifts, clothing, home decor, spa services, auto 
services, hair salon, fitness training, delicious cafes, special 
event center, bed & breakfast suites, amphitheater, children’s 
park, dog park & more. For more information visit their Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.com/faithvillepark. 

Stay tuned for more businesses to come to our area in 2016!

Please visit our website at www.bsbedf.com, our Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.com/bsbedf or call us at 
830.885.4331 to learn more about who we are, what we do, 
and how we can help you start or expand your business. The 
BSBEDF is committed to assisting our community in its efforts 
to manage growth while maintaining our rural character and 
quality of life. 

Sherry Mosier 
President 
BSBEDF, Inc.

 	

Texass Air Masters
R2T
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Downtown Bulverde Village Area Set to be 
Connected With GVTC Fiber Technology

  

Roadhouse Arts
June15

Genesis Life Christian Academy
Jul15

It’s an important advancement 
for the City of Bulverde and 
the GVTC GigaRegion®. In 
the coming weeks, GVTC will 
make its state-of-the-art fiber 
network available to hundreds of homes in the 
Bulverde Hills/Bulverde Estates neighborhoods, 
along with businesses located in the Downtown 
Bulverde Village area.

The fiber upgrade brings the latest in 
communications technology to Bulverde residents, 
and strengthens the City’s partnership with the 
GVTC GigaRegion. Homes and businesses in 
this area will have access to a dedicated fiber 
connection that can deliver Internet speeds up 
to 1 gigabit, the fastest in the area, along with 
more than 275 digital TV channels, high-quality 
voice communication, and GVTC connectHome® 
security monitoring.

An important benefit of fiber technology is the fast 
Internet upload speeds, which is very beneficial for 
Bulverde residents who work from home and need 
to exchange large files with the office. Fiber internet 
connections are also great for streaming videos and 
for those online gamers in the family. Research also 
shows that homes connected with fiber technology 
increase in value. The FTTH* Council released a 
study that shows fiber connected homes gain an 

average of 3.1% in worth. 
Research firm RVA LLC, 
found the same thing—fiber 
technology increases home 
value by $5,000 to $6,000.

GVTC’s fiber extension into the heart of Bulverde 
essentially makes the community a complete fiber 
city. Through the GVTC GigaRegion partnership, 
the City, along with the Bulverde-Spring Branch 
Economic Development Foundation, will have 
an important asset to retain jobs and attract 
businesses that need high-broadband capacity to 
operate their company.

“From the beginning, Bulverde’s City leaders 
embraced the GVTC GigaRegion concept to 
leverage fiber technology to compete for economic 
development and enhanced quality of life for our 
communities,” GVTC President and CEO, Ritchie 
Sorrells, said. “I commend Mayor Krawietz, the 
City Council, and City Manager E.A. Hoppe for 
their forward thinking that has contributed to our 
partnership’s success.”

GVTC is targeting the end of November 2015 to 
finish the fiber network extension to the Bulverde 
downtown area. GVTC will contact customers 
directly to let them know when the fiber technology 
is available to them.

*Fiber to the Home Council
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JoDee Gilmore
BROKER, Realtor®
Direct 210.887.5885 • Fax 210.957.7171
JoDeeGilmore@gmail.com • www.JoDeeGilmore.com

Specializing in - Residential Home & Land Sales, 
Owner Finance Properties, Luxury Home 
Marketing & Sales, VA & Tx Vet Programs

VISIT www.JoDeeGilmore.com FOR A FULL 
LIST of HOMES FOR SALE in YOUR AREA

Thinking of Selling Your House Next Spring???
CONTACT ME TODAY for Fall Projects to do now.

NEW LOCATION toserve your needseven better! 
27560 OLD BLANCO RD

(across from
Bullis County Park)

Kevin & Kathy Kelly
VACATION SPECIALISTS
Timberwood Park Residents

1110 Slumber Pass
San Antonio, TX 78260-5369
kkelly@cruiseone.com

(830) 714-4420 (Business)
(844) 223-5574 (Toll Free)
www.cruiseone.com/kkelly

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED



  

A Boot Stompin’ 
Christmas  

at the S.T.A.G.E. Inc. 
Open House  

Free admission  
Sunday, December 13, 2015  

5:30 Pm-8:30 pm

Santa has his boots ready to come to S.T.A.G.E. and put a 
little Christmas in your heart. So get your boots on and join 
us. We are again participating in the Hill Country Christmas 
Lighting Tour by hosting an Open House on Sunday, 
December 13th from 5:30 PM to 8:30 PM at Krause House, 
1300 Bulverde Road. Refreshments will be available and the 
Comal County Community Band will be playing. 

Come by, visit with us, enjoy the music of the band, and 
bring your children to visit Santa—he will be here between 
5:30 PM and 8:00 PM.

Nonperishable food items will be accepted for Provisions.

S.T.A.G.E. SAVE THE DATES: 
January 10th, 4:00 p.m., Auditions for “The Color of Stars” 
January 16th, 6:00 p.m., Annual Membership Meeting

Happy Holidays
With the holiday season upon us, members of the City 
of Bulverde and Bulverde Police Department want all 
citizens, visitors, and commuters to stay safe during 
the holidays, and will be taking extra steps to assist 
with creating a safer community. With Halloween and 
Thanksgiving now behind us, we are looking ahead 
to Christmas and the New Year.

Additional Bulverde Police Officers will be on patrol 
during the holiday season, with an emphasis on 
speeding and DWI enforcement. Enforcement periods 
coincide with the statewide Texas Department of 
Transportation Selective Traffic Enforcement Periods. 
There are also plans for additional bike patrols in 
commercial areas during peak shopping periods, as 
well as our Volunteers in Police Services watching 
out for suspicious activity.

Additionally, the Bulverde Police Department 
would like to remind everyone to stay alert during 
the holidays to avoid becoming a victim of crime. 
Criminals will often target shopping areas during the 
holidays, looking for crimes of opportunity. When you 
leave your vehicle, do not leave items of value where 
they can be seen. Place them under the seat or in 
the trunk before you arrive at your location. Always 
be sure you lock your vehicle, as many thefts can be 
avoided by simply doing so. When walking to and 
from your vehicle, be observant of what is going on 
around you. Ladies, please never leave your purse 
unattended, even while you are inside the store 
shopping. Incidents have occurred right here in 
Bulverde with suspects, on video, lifting items from 
unsuspecting victims while their back is turned.

Staying vigilant is the key to avoid becoming a 
victim of crime. Our citizens can be one of our 
best defenses against criminal activity by reporting 
suspicious activity. So please, if you observe 
suspicious activities, do not hesitate to report it to 
local law enforcement.

Best wishes and Happy Holidays from your Bulverde 
Police Department and the City of Bulverde!
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Please respond by:

Ad Proof
Proofing Instructions

Note: This 
response constitutes acceptance of responsibility for any errors in your ad. Neighborhood 
News will not be responsible for errors overlooked at this point.

Please note:
W

’

Neighborhood News

Phone: 210.558.3160 ext. 5834 Outside San Antonio: 866.558.3160
Fax: 210.558.3163  Outside San Antonio: 866.558.3163
Email: keaton@neighborhoodnews.com

Publication Month(s):

Newsletter(s):

Tuesday, November 24 12:00 pm

December 2015

PROOF 1 PROOF 2 PROOF 3 (final)

Bulverde

Primary Care and 
Specialty of Bulverde

BULVERDE/SPRING BRANCH RESIDENT

ANNUAL PREVENTATIVE EXAMS

WELL CHILD EXAMS

WELL WOMAN EXAMS

DIABETES MANAGEMENT

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

CHOLESTEROL/HYPERTENSION MGMT

PULMONARY CONDITIONS

IMMUNIZATIONS AND INJECTIONS

MINOR INJURY AND LACERATION

SCHOOL/SPORTS PHYSICALS 

LAB TESTING

WELLNESS PROGRAM

SERVICES:

Jeff D. Ethridge, M.D.

2795 FM 1863 (Bulverde Rd.) Bulverde, TX
(One half mile west of hwy 281)

Call Today! 

Walk-ins and same day
appointments weclomed

depending on
availability 

(830) 980-1714

Best of care, 
close to home.



The Buzz       From the Garden

With the warm weather this fall, the Community 
Garden has produced large quantities of fall veggies. 
Lettuce, tomatoes, beans, peppers, radishes, 
cucumbers, and onions have been plentiful, not to 
mention the okra.

This year in the community garden we’ve had an 
abundance of okra; enough that some folks got tired 
of eating it. What to do? Make Christmas ornaments 
out of the dried pods. Either pick the pods and let 
them dry or let them dry on the plant. They make 
great angels with a coat of paint, a bead and a couple 
of leaves for wings. Or paint them as Santa.

Tomato cages can also be put to good use when 
wrapped with lights. Fresh or silk greenery can also 
be added, along with decorative mesh and outdoor 
ornaments. 

Look around your yard: pull some grapevines down 
and make some wreaths. Decorate it with some 
attractive seed heads and grasses, our native agarita 
bush has leaves that look like holly (wear gloves!), 
nandina has beautiful berries this time of year, spray 
paint some seed pods of Texas Mountain Laurel. 
You’d be amazed at what you can create from looking 
at your garden in a new way!

If you or your business would like to secure a plot (at no cost), please visit the 
Garden website at www.bulverdecommunitygarden.com or contact Joanne Hall at 
jothall@gvtc.com. Donations gladly accepted. Also, interested persons are invited 
to attend the Bulverde Community Garden Committee meeting on the third Monday 
of the month at 5:15pm at the Bulverde Spring Branch Activity Center.

BY: Lorelei Mayer and Members of the Bulverde 
Community Garden

BSB LIBRARY HOLIDAY EVENTS
Can’t get enough of Christmas? Then 
come to Bulverde/Spring Branch Library 
and participate in our Holiday Events! Ring 
in December with a glittery welcome by 
entering a wreath, tree, or table-top display 

for Holiday on the Hilltop decorating contest. Setup 
is at the Library from November 30 to December 5, and 
the winners will be announced at the Polar Express 
Family Event on December 22. “Check out” details on 
our website http://bsblibrary.org/

If sampling holiday treats is more your cup of tea, join 
the Friends of the Library at their free Annual Holiday 
Tea on December 3 from 4–6 pm. They’ll have plenty of 
delightful goodies and stories to share.

The Library will also be telling its share of tales during 
December. The live rendition of Clement Moore’s Night 
Before Christmas will be presented on December 12 
from 11 am–1 pm; and Ms. Elizabeth will be reading 
The Polar Express on December 22 from 6–7:45 pm. 
Expect a good helping of milk and cookies, crafts, and 
a “special guest in red” on both days. Just remember to 
show up and park that sleigh out front for some Ho-Ho-
Wholesome Holiday Fun.
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FREE UP YOUR TIME, let

do the clean up for you.
Mister Clean

210-216-4464

14 years of experience

Free Estimates
Licensed, Insured and Bonded

We O�er:
•  Residential Cleaning
•  Weekly, bi-weekly, or just 

one-time cleaning
•  Move-ins, Move-outs & Make 

readys
•  Get $10 off your first cleaning!

Sales@NeighborhoodNews.com
210-558-3160
CONTACT US TODAY!

ADVERTISE IN YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER



You love your pets and want to keep them safe. Here are a few holiday tips 
so that the entire family can have a safe and happy holiday season. You can 
find more at our website, www.animalrescueconnections.org.
•	 Keep the cats and dogs away from the candy. Most of it, especially 

chocolate and xylitol, is toxic. Even a small amount can be fatal for 
your pet.

•	 Keep cats and dogs away from candles. A wagging tail or mad dash can 
tip over these items, cause burns or start a fire.

•	 Tinsel may be pretty but it can cause serious intestinal problems if 
ingested.

And if you are thinking of adding to your 
household over the holidays, remember that 
“Love can be Blind,” so consider opening 
your home to a special needs cat or dog. 
So if you are thinking about adopting a blind 
cat or dog, here are some things to consider.

Just because your companion is blind doesn’t mean you can’t rearrange 
the furniture. You can, but be sure to give your cat or dog time to figure out 
the new placement of things. And don’t move things like food dishes and 
litter boxes. It’s important to keep those items in the same place.

Your cat or dog will use their other senses to orient themselves to their new 
home. Dogs’ and cats’ sense of smell and hearing are superior to that of 
humans. Humans have about 5 million odor-sensitive cells in their noses; 
for cats it’s 19 million and dogs its 200 million.

The keys are to:
•	 be patient with your blind cat or dog,
•	 use toys that make noise and stimulate the senses,
•	 let your cat or dog know you’re coming by saying something before 

picking up or petting him or her,
•	 be consistent in feeding routines, and
•	 be safety conscious and don’t leave things lying around that the cat or 

dog can hurt themselves on or fall into. Block access to the outside and 
hazardous areas.

Animal Rescue Connections sometimes has special needs animals available 
for adoption (including three blind kittens and a cat with special dietary 
needs due to a physical injury). To learn about any of our animals available 
for adoption, stop by and see us at PetSmart at Hwy. 281 and Evans or visit 
our page at http://tinyurl.com/q35pphk.

The Season of Love 
is Upon Us!

by: Animal Rescue Connections

Our Crisis of Pet Overpopulation 
Every Pet Owner’s Responsibility

by Carrye Franzel

The crisis of overflowing animal shelters is profound in 
our area. We are in one of the worst areas nationally for 
euthanizing healthy animals simply because we have too 

many. In the Pacific Northwest, the Northeast, and some other US regions, 
shelters are near empty and strays are nonexistent. 

What is so different here?
•	 No spay/neuter laws
•	 High stray populations—dogs and cats
•	 Most pets not carrying identification
•	 Lack of awareness—that pet ownership is a responsibility

At the Bulverde Area Humane Society (BAHS), 
we receive calls daily from owners wanting 
to surrender their pets. Calls always exceed 
our capacity for intake. Stray intake pushes 
the limits further. This is the norm for area 
shelters and county-contracted facilities 
like San Antonio’s Animal Care Services—
overwhelmed and overrun with unwanted 
litters, owner-relinquished, and abandoned 
animals. The New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung’s 
October 29 cover story featured the Humane 
Society of New Braunfels’ (HSNBA) recent intake crisis which forced them 
to place overflow animals in crates in the hallway. Many were clearly 
pets, likely escaped during the storms, picked up by Animal Control and 
taken to HSNBA, the Comal County facility. Most of the animals picked 
up were without identification – no collar/tag, no microchip, with little 
hope of reuniting with the owner. Comal County Lost and Found Dogs 
(CCLFD) maintains an always-active Facebook page because lost and 
found pets are an epidemic here. And most of their posts are for dogs and 
cats without any form of identification. This is sadly typical in our area.

Adopting a pet should be a 
lifetime commitment to the 
animal, 14 or more years is 
not unusual. Most life changes 
do not mean giving up a pet, 
if the original decision to 
acquire one was well-made. 
But many are acquired without 
thought to the time a pet takes, 

exercise needs, or whether that animal fits the lifestyle. A puppy requires 
exponentially more; as a young adult dog, he is the most common owner-
surrender to a shelter. We often hear at these times “I don’t have time 
for him anymore.” This would not be happening with such regularity 
with more honest assessments of the ability to provide for a pet. Being 
a responsible pet owner means thinking long term, not just to what is 
appealing at the moment. It means if you get one, spaying or neutering 
that pet and keeping up-to-date on vaccinations. It means keeping 
identification on your pet—a tag, a Sharpie-marked collar, a microchip, a 
rabies tag—something that can give your pet a chance to get home if she 
gets out. It means you don’t let your animals wander the neighborhood, 
where lives are shortened and unwanted litters are created.

Our crisis of pet overpopulation has a solution. All we need do is look 
elsewhere to know it is possible. Every pet owner can help bring us one 
step closer to a healthy pet population, perhaps even vacancies in our 
animal shelters.

(Photos courtesy of Laura McKenzie of the New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung and 
the New Braunfels Humane Society)
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10 Ways to Conserve Water 
in Your Home  

by the Comal Trinity Groundwater Conservation District

Water conservation has become an essential practice 
in all regions, especially in Comal County where water 
continues to be scarce. The Comal Trinity Groundwater 

Conservation District (CTGCD) is committed to sustaining water 
availability for many years to come. In addition to saving money 
on your utility bill, water conservation helps prevent water 
pollution in nearby lakes, rivers, and local watersheds.

Conserving water can also extend the life of your septic system 
by reducing soil saturation, and reducing pollution due to leaks. 
The smaller the amount of water flowing through these systems, 
the lower the likelihood of pollution.

Our CTGCD research indicates that we use 50 to 70 gallons of 
water indoors each day and about the same amount outdoors, 
depending on the season. Indoors, 3/4 of all water is used in the 
bathroom. In the average home, the toilet accounts for 28% of 
water use. Running a sprinkler for two hours can use up to 500 
gallons. As much as 150 gallons of water can be saved when 
washing a car by turning the hose off between rinses. Washing a 
sidewalk or driveway with a hose uses about 50 gallons of water 
every 5 minutes.

The GTCGD offers these 10 water conservation tips for your 
home:

1. Check faucets and pipes for leaks. A small drip from a worn 
faucet washer can waste 20 gallons of water per day. Larger 
leaks can waste hundreds of gallons.

2. Check your toilets for leaks. Put a little food coloring in your 
toilet tank. If, without flushing, the color begins to appear in the 
bowl within 30 minutes, you have a leak that should be repaired 
immediately. Most replacement parts are inexpensive and easy 
to install.

3. Don't use the toilet as an ashtray or wastebasket. Every time 
you flush a cigarette butt, facial tissue, or other small bit of trash, 
five to seven gallons of water is wasted.

4. Use your water meter (if you have one) to check for hidden 
water leaks. Read the house water meter before and after a two-
hour period when no water is being used. If the meter does not 
read exactly the same, there is a leak.

5. Install water-saving shower heads and low-flow faucet aerators. 
Inexpensive water-saving low-flow shower heads or restrictors 
are easy for the homeowner to install. Also, long, hot showers can 
use 5 to 10 gallons every unneeded minute. Limit your showers 
to the time it takes to soap up, wash down, and rinse off. "Low-
flow" means it uses less than 2.5 gallons per minute. Also, all 
household faucets should be fit with aerators. This single best 
home water conservation method is also the cheapest!

6. Put plastic bottles in your toilet tank. To cut down on water 
waste, put an inch or two of sand or pebbles inside each of two 
plastic bottles to weigh them down. Fill the bottles with water, 
screw the lids on, and put them in your toilet tank, safely away 
from the operating mechanisms. This may save ten or more 
gallons of water per day. Be sure at least 3 gallons of water 
remain in the tank so it will flush properly. If there isn’t enough 
water for a proper flush, users will hold the lever down too long or 
do multiple flushes to get rid of waste. Two flushes at 1.4 gallons 
are worse than a single 2.0 gallon flush. For new installations, buy 
"low flush" toilets, which use 1 to 2 gallons per flush instead of 
the usual 3 to 5 gallons. Replacing a 3 to 5 gallon flush toilet with 
a low volume 1½ gallon flush model represents a 70% savings in 
water flushed and will cut your indoor water use by about 30%.

7. Insulate your water pipes. It's easy and inexpensive to insulate 
your water pipes with pre-slit foam pipe insulation. You'll get hot 
water faster and you’ll avoid wasting water while it heats up.

8. Adjust your hygiene routine to use less water—take shorter 
showers; turn off the water after you wet your toothbrush; stopper 
and fill your sink with a few inches of warm water to swish your 
razor in to clean it—small adjustments like this can reduce water 
use more than you might think.

9. Use your dishwasher and clothes washer for only full loads. 
Automatic dishwashers and clothes washers should be fully 
loaded for optimum water conservation. Most makers of 
dishwashing soap recommend that you not pre-rinse dishes; this 
is a big water savings. Avoid the permanent press cycle on your 
washing machine; it uses an added 5 gallons for the extra rinse. 
For partial loads, adjust water levels to match the size of the load. 
If you're in the market for a new clothes washer, consider buying 
a water-saving frontload washer. 

10. When washing dishes by hand, don't run the water for rinsing. 
If you have a double-basin, fill one with soapy water and one with 
rinse water. If you have a single-basin sink, gather washed dishes 
in a dish rack and rinse them with a spray device or a panful of 
hot water. 

Connect with us at your Comal Trinity Groundwater Conservation 
District (CTGCD). Attend the CTGCD monthly meetings or sign up 
for our water conservation newsletter at www.ComalTrinityGCD.
com. In the next issue we’ll publish tips for water conservation in 
your yard and garden.
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Local Holiday Traditions Continue
Both of these events are free and open to the public. Everyone is welcome!
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Your Local Mortgage Company

29750 U.S. Highway 281 North
Bulverde TX 78163

PURCHASE - REFINANCE - CONSTRUCTION

HOME LOANS
(830) 438-8119

APPLY ONLINE  alamoLENDING.com

SEPTICSEPTIC
Residential & Commercial
Proudly Serving South Texas for over 10 Years!

• Conventional Septic & Aerobic Installations

• Aerobic Maintenance Contracts

• Septic Tank Cleaning

• Drain Field Repairs

• Real Estate Inspections

Licensed & Insured
#0S0028816   #0S0023596   #MP0001294

875-3625(210)

mjseptic@satx.rr.com
Hablamos Español Senior Citizen & Military Discounts

$25 OFF Any Service
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NOTES: 
Bulverde City Council, Bulverde Planning and Zoning 
Commission, and Friends of the Park meetings are held 
at Bulverde City Hall (30360 Cougar Bend)

Planning & Zoning
6:30p

Planning & Zoning
6:30p

(Activity Ctr.)

Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day

City Hall Closed

CTGCD* 6:00p (JR 
Fire/EMS station)

Wellness on 
Wheels 1:00p

(St. Joseph’s Honey 
Crk.)

Shine the Park 
8:00a (Bulv. Comm. 

Park)

SBB Family 
Lions

7:30p (Activity Ctr.)

SBB Family 
Lions
7:30p

(Activity Ctr.)

SBB Family 
Lions
7:30p

(Activity Ctr.)

BAAC mtg 6:30p
(Art Center)

Chamber Annual 
Mtg. 5:30p (Max’s 

Roadhouse)

BAAC mtg 6:30p
(Art Center)

Holiday Hunger 
Run 5K/10K 

6:30a reg./8:00a 
run start (Tejas 

Rodeo)

New Year’s Day
City Hall Closed

CISD Holiday

CISD Holiday

Friends of the Park 
6:00p

S.T.A.G.E. 
Auditions 4:00p 

(S.T.A.G.E.)

ESD #1, 4, & 5
5:30p

(353 Rodeo Dr.)

CISD Holiday

CISD HolidayBAAC Holiday 
Art Show Ends

CISD Holiday

 Polar Express 
6:00p (Library)

CISD Holiday

CISD Holiday

CISD Holiday CISD Holiday

CISD Holiday

CISD Holiday

City Hall Closed

City Hall Closed

Christmas

Native Plant Soc. 
7:00p (GVTC)

Native Plant Soc. 
7:00p (GVTC)

BSBES 5:30p
(353 Rodeo Dr.)

Bulverde Lions 
7:00p (Bulv. Comm. Ctr.)

BSBES 5:30p 
(353 Rodeo Dr.)

ESD #1, 4, & 5 6:30p 
(353 Rodeo Dr.)

Friends of Library 
Annual Meeting 

5:00p (BSB Library)

Night Before 
Christmas 
11:00a (Library)

FOL Christmas 
Tea 4:00p (Library)

Bulverde Lions 
7:00p (Bulv. Comm. Ctr.)

Bulverde Lions 
7:00p (Bulv. Comm. Ctr.)

POET Program 
5:30p (City Hall)

Shine the Park 
8:00a (Bulv. Comm. 

Park)

POET Program 
5:30p 

(City Hall)

Garden Workshop 
10:00a (Activity Ctr.)

S.T.A.G.E. Annual 
Membership Mtg. 
6:00p (S.T.A.G.E)

City Council 6:30p

City Council 6:30p
Friends of Library 
Board mtg. 1:00p 

(Library)

Friends of Library 
Board mtg. 1:00p 

(Library)

Rural Library 
District mtg. 4:00p 

(Library)

Rural Library 
District mtg. 4:00p 

(Library)

CTGCD* 
6:00p 

(JR Fire/EMS 
station)

31
*Comal Trinity Groundwater Conservation District; Johnson Ranch Fire/EMS station *Comal Trinity Groundwater Conservation District; Johnson Ranch Fire/EMS station


