


Commissioner’'s Corner

Hello from Scott Haag, your Precinct #2 County
Commissioner. | hope each of you has had a
fantastic start to 2014. | would like to address an
item that may be helpful to you during times of heavy
rain in your area.

Comal County has thirteen low water crossing
monitors, with seven of them located in the western
part of Comal County. They monitor certain low
water crossings in real time and can be viewed
from any computer. This can be a very helpful tool
to help you determine if the roadway is passable
during rainfall. You can access this information by
following the steps below:

1. Go to the Comal County website at www.
co.comal.tx.us

2. Look for then click on County Departments

3. Click on Engineer and Road Dept.

4. When you reach this page you will see a section
toward the bottom of the page called “Current
Weather Info” under that you will see “Low
Water Crossing Monitors.”

5. Click on Low water crossing monitors and a map
will come up with dots showing the locations of
the low water crossing monitors.
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6. You can then click on the dot of your choice
and it will show a picture of the area and a more
precise map of the crossing area along with the
depth of water that is currently flowing over
the roadway and how much rain this area has
received in the past hours.

Remember these monitors are just a guide to assist
you in knowing what is happening. Water can rise
quickly and the crossing may have more water over
the road than the last time you checked.

We are currently working on an interlocal agreement
with Bexar County to add three more locations for
low water crossing monitors. They will be at Lower
Smithson Valley Road at Cibolo Creek, Obst Road
at Cibolo Creek, and Bulverde Lane at Cibolo Creek.
Please watch for these to come online in two to
three months.

Always be safe and do not drive thru high water.
“Turn around, do not drown.”

Scott Haag
Comal County Commissioner Pct #2

Shweiki




“It was like a National Geographic moment. . . right out my window!”

by Shari San Roman
Photo courtesy of Bill Schmoker

Screech owls roost and nest in tree hollows or cavities. Owls cannot
excavate a hole like a woodpecker can. They rely on finding a natural
hollow or an abandoned woodpecker cavity. An Owl Shack resembles a
tree cavity. Mounting an owl shack in a tree on your property will provide
an appropriate nesting environment for local owls, as well as provide an
excellent owl watching experience for you and your family.

There are over 20 species of owls. Screech owls are some of the smaller members, ranging 8-12” tall and very
husky. They eat large insects and rodents, so they are quite beneficial to humans. They do not catch or kill anything
larger than they can handle and are not interested in interacting with humans or pets. Since owls are wild animals,
do not feed them. They will forage and hunt on their own. Placement of your owl shack is important. Face the box
in any direction except north, selecting an open side of a tree to allow for free flying in/out and though branches.
The rooftop needs to be at least 15 feet above the ground. Before installing your owl shack in the tree, put two
large handfuls of dry leaf litter from the ground inside. Do not include any green vegetation, sawdust, woodchips,
or anything freshly cut as it will create moisture which will accelerate wood rot or breed mites. Raise the owl shack
to desired location. Use a rope or strap to initially secure the owl shack to the tree, thus allowing you to have two
free hands for mounting it with hardware. Using an ‘L’ bracket on the top and bottom of the shack, attaching them
with long wood screws directly into the bark is recommended.

= In Central Texas, egg laying typically occurs around
mid-to-late March. As with the spring “leafing out”
period for the trees, the timing of egg laying may
change due to differences in weather cycles. After

Fun Owl Facts:

= Owils typically use these owl shacks as a roost during

cooler weather or when breeding. Occupancy might
be immediate or it may take much longer. With luck,
yours could become occupied soon. If so, you’ll enjoy
watching your owl snooze or stretch in the entrance
hole. Typical backyard activities and loud noises likely
will not keep an owl from roosting in your shack. We
rake leaves, kids run and play, dogs are back and
forth; all while the owls watch from above.

Screech owls are already in our area. They live in
harmony with the other birds. Screech owls do not
forage during daylight hours. This is also when your
other bird feeders are the most active. By night, that
same bird feeder is active with rodents and bugs, which
are some of the very things Screech owls devour.

about 30 days of incubation, the eggs hatch. These
nestlings spend the next 28 days in the nest before
fledging in Mid-May or later. Nestlings are 20-22 days
old when first observed in the owl shack’s entrance.
Before that, they are too young and weak to make
the climb. Once they fledge, they do not return to the
nest.

Gender is very difficult to define in owls. The female is
10-15% larger than her mate. Many factors change an
owl’s size appearance— puffing up when chilled or the
opposite when warm, stretching tall and/or erecting
the ear tufts all make it hard to accurately identify an
owl’s size, thus making it hard to determine if male or
female. So if you’re trying to decide on a worthy name
for your owl, it might be best to consider giving it a
unisex name!
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Bulverde City Council, Bulverde Planning and Zoning Commission, and

Friends of the Park meetings are held at Bulverde City Hall
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